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P E N D I N G 
A NETWORK OF CONNECTIONS

C U L T U R E S

“We are enriched by our
reciprocate differences”
Paul Valéry 
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“Now, here, you see, it takes all the running you can do, to keep in the 
same place. If you want to get somewhere else, you must run at least 
twice as fast as that!”

Alice in Wonderland 
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ACHLUOPHOBIA 

Born in Prato, Italy, in 1995. She 
achieve the diploma in scientiic 
high school in June 2014 but she has 
always had a passion for creativity, 
art, especially sculpture, and photo-
graphy. For this reason she decided 
to undertake an university that sti-
mulates her passions. Since Septem-
ber 2014 she is studying Industrial 
Design at University of Florence and 
now she attends the second year.

Benedetta Grazian
UNIVERSITA’ DEGLI STUDI DI FIRENZE

Dipartimento DIDA
Firenze/ITALIA

Maria Celeste Cantòn
NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF CUYO

Industrial Design
Mendoza/ARGENTINA

Born in San Rafael, Mendoza, Argen-
tina in 1992. At high School she stu-
died in an art and design school. In 
2011 she moved to Mendoza City 
where she entered in National Uni-
versity of Cuyo to study Industrial 
Design. Now she is nearly to gradua-
te.
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Prof. STEFANO FOLLESA
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UNIVERSIDAD NACIONAL DE CUYO
Mendoza - ARGENTINA 

UNIVERSIDAD DE BARCELONA
Barcelona - SPAIN

POLYTECNIC UNIVERSITY OF TIRANA 
Tirana - ALBANIA

UNIVERSIDADE FEDERAL DE SANTA MARIA 
Santa Maria - BRAZIL 

SICHUAN UNIVERSITY
Chengdu - CHINA 

Project Ideas

Achluophobia is a lamp that comes from the idea of   keeping a 
constant light.
The initial concept was to create a lamp that would contain two 
kinds of light: one that would represent Italy through softer sha-
pes covered in fabric and a second light, that would represent Ar-
gentina with more straight lines and traditional palosanto wood, 
thus creating a weave of cultures through materials and shapes.
Then, developing the project from the aesthetic point of view, 
a new concept came out and later became crucial. We liked the 
idea of   a light that was visible even in the dark and would show 
its shape even when the last lights are switched of. This new 
idea invited us to think about the theme of achluophobia, that is 
the fear of the dark, and allowed us to add to the formal value of 
a furniture visible even at night, a new functional value, which is 
to help people who are afraid of the dark to not have problems 
of energy waste. 
So, at the same time, this project is the expression of the two cul-
tures, linked to two diferent features of the lamp: the aesthetic 
one focuses on the diference between the Italian and the Ar-
gentinian materials and shapes; the functional one lets people 
overcome their fear of dark thanks to an Italian phosphorescent 
light during the night, powered by the Argentinian leds that li-
ghts the day.
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Sources of Inspiration 

Designing something from two com-
pletely di�erent cultures can be real-
ly di�cult. On the one hand, Italian 
approach to the soft line and to lo-
cal materials, made us to consider a 
lamp that would express this sinuou-
sity and, at the same time, the inno-
vation through materials technology 
and amazing colors. On the other 
hand, Argentinian approach  to a 
more rigid and straight line and to 
materials which rarely deviate from 
the rich local natural production, that 
is why in our lamp could not miss the 
palosanto wood, typical Argentine. 
This our interpretation originate a 
lamp that brings these two realities 
in close comparison.

UNUNUNIVIVIVERERSISITATA’ DEDEDEGLI STUDI I DIDI FIRIRIRENZE  
DIPARTIMIMENENTOTOTO DIDA

RATOTOTORIRIRIO O DIDI ALLLLESESESTIMENTO E E INTETETERNI ALABORA
COCORSRSRSO DI INTERERIOIOR DEDEDESIGN  

Prof. Stefananano FoFoFollesa

Ayelenlenlen Vi Vi Villallalbalbalba, Juanuanuan Manuel Ml Ml MontontonteolivaProf. Aye
Collllllaborororators:

MaMartrtinina CoCoCoronato,A,Andndia Guga,
Giuliaia M M Mulinininacci, 

CoCoCoststananzaza P Praratesi, Azzuzurrrra a a BrBrBrandi, 

02586/02586/

21160/

ACHLUOPHOBIA 
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CAFè LAMP
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Born in Arezzo in 1995. In 2009 
she begun to study at F. Redi 
Scientiic College and she gra-
duated in 2014. She moved to 
Florence where entered at Uni-
versity to study Industrial Design.  
Now she’s studing and she’s 
cultivating lots of passions. She 
loves take photos to capture 
moments of everyday life and 
have memories. She thinks that 
children are a source of wealth 
and of ispiration, beacuse they   
look at reality with different 
eyes  from adults; indeed she’s 
a Scout master and she spend 
a lot of time with them.

Francesca Aldi
UNIVERSITA’ DEGLI STUDI DI FIRENZE

Dipartimento DIDA
Firenze / ITALIA

Mariana Lozza
UNIVERSDADE FEDERAL DE SANTA MARIA

Projecto de Producto
Santa Maria / BRAZIL

Mariana Peukert Lozza was born 
on June 29, 1993 in Cruz Alta, in 
the South of Brazil. Her biggest 
passions are nature and family. 
Mariana had very early interest 
in colors, criativity and drawing, 
because of that she decide 
the Design career. Her hobbies 
are drawing, photography and 
bycicle.
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Project Ideas

We discover that both of our countries has the coffee 
as an important symbol of development, in Brazil cof-
fee symbolizes economy and in Italy coffee symbolizes 
Design. So we chosed the theme of our lamp: coffee.
We descovered that in Brazil people ude a kind of sieve 
manually to select coffee beans. The form was inter-
sting and we tought that’s similar to the Bialetti Moka’s 
ilter. From this, we set the sieve-ilter as the main part of 
the luminaire. In this part we put the light. The material is 
aluminum, like Moka’s material. In irst version aluminum  
isn’t treated, so it has his natural coulor. In the second 
version it’s tratated with electrocolouring, and it’s gre-
en like coffee plantation. 

Sources of Inspiration 

Coffe. Brazil is the biggest pro-
ducer of coffee. It arrived in 
the north part of the Country in 
1727 and it diffuse quickly be-
cause of the clime. The coffee 
culture occupied valleys and 
mountains, enabling the emer-
gence of cities and the pro-
motion of major urban centers. 
Italy is one of the biggest con-
sumer of coffee and it inven-
ted the most famous coffepot. 
Sieve. In Brazil a type of cof-
fee’s collection is manual and 
it’s called picking; it guaran-
tees a harvest homogeneous 
and high quality. Gatherers use 
a sieve to remove branches, 
leaves and to conserve cof-
fee’s beans. Bialetti. Italy is the 
birthplace of Bialetti’s Moka; 
product of Industrial Design, 
really important all over the 
world. 
The form of Cafè Lamp is ispi-
red by Moka’s aluminum ilter 
and by the sieve, that are a bit 
similar.  
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Born in Florence in 1995. She li-
ves in Prato and she’s studying 
at university for two years. She 
loves design because of the 
possibility to immaginate and 
create the future. One day she 
would like to work like interior 
designer.

Silvia Aguilar
UNIVERSITÀ DEGLI STUDI DI FIRENZE

Dipartimento DIDA
Firenze / ITALIA

Tomoro Nakasuji
KOBE DESIGN UNIVERSITY

Kobe / JAPAN

Tomoro is a Japanese student 
who lives in Osaka. 
He is 21 years old and he is 
third year of “Kobe Design uni-
versity”. In the university he’s 
studying Product Design. He 
dreams to work surrounding bi-
cycle in future.
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Project Ideas
The form of the lamp is simple, but the particularity is 
the suspension of the third part of it. Two parts of the 
lamp are connected to the ceiling, while the third isn’t. 
It was made thinking on new levitation technology and 
magnetic suspension.
The basic idea was to create an innovative product 
that highlighted the new possibility offered by techno-
logy.
The form of the lamp cames from japanese ispiration, 
while the use of black ceramic cames from italian tradi-
tion. Externally the lamp is in ceramic, while under every 
part there are metal discs that allow the levitation. 

Sources of Inspiration 
With this project we didn’t look 
only in the past and in the tradi-
tion of our country. We looked 
at the future. In this project we 
celebrate the precision and the 
equilibria of Japanese garden 
and, in particular, of superim-
posed stones.
The form of the lamp remands 
on this theme.
The idea of suspention, instead, 
is coming from ‘Salone del mo-
bile‘ of Milan where were pre-
sented some lamp made with 
levitation technology. 
Both the country, Italy and Ja-
pan, are grow a lot and can 
grow yet thanks to technology.
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Born in Florence in 1995. She li-
ves in Prato and she’s studying 
at university for two years. She 
loves design because of the 
possibility to immaginate and 
create the future. One day she 
would like to work like interior 
designer.
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Dipartimento DIDA
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Tomoro Nakasuji
KOBE DESIGN UNIVERSITY

Kobe / JAPAN

Tomoro is a Japanese student 
who lives in Osaka. 
He is 21 years old and he is 
third year of “Kobe Design uni-
versity”. In the university he’s 
studying Product Design. He 
dreams to work surrounding bi-
cycle in future.
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Born in Florence on the 27th 
June in 1995, he graduated on 
the year 2014 for the Technical 
Institute of Surveyors, performing 
well. Completed his studies, he 
joined the faculty of industrial 
design, placed in Calenzano. 
The choise was very simply, be-
cause him studies were suitable 
and he loved the world of de-
sign. He hopes to make a con-
tribution designing objects that 
can improve the people’s lives.

Mirko Romanelli
UNIVERSITA’ DEGLI STUDI DI FIRENZE

Dipartimento DIDA
Firenze / ITALIA

Chen Chuanhui
NUAA UNIVERSITY

Nanjing University of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics College of Art

 Shandong Province /CHINA

Born in Shandong in July 1994.In 
2013 He was admitted to NUAA, 
the study of environmental art 
and design. He loves China tra-
ditional culture and Chinese ar-
chitecture, often goes to some 
old places to ind inspiration, 
hopes Chinese inheritance and 
development of traditional cul-
ture, makes modern design with 
China characteristics.
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Project Ideas

Sources of Inspiration 
The “Yin Yang” it’s a symbol 
of the ancient philosophy of 
the Chinese people, the “yin” 
(black), symbolizes the night 
and the “yang” (white) repre-
sents the light. These two ele-
ments symbolize the inexistence 
of an absolute concept, repre-
sented by the presence of the 
the seed of the opposite color 
in every side.

The white glass and the steel 
are widely used in the occident 
and jn Italy, these materials give 
brightness to the object.

The intent of the project it’s to create a bright object 
fot  the ceiling, the result of a fusion of two cultures: Italy 
and China. The key of this project is the semplicity, ba-
sed on an element of a circular shape, that can unite 
a tipical symbol of the Chinese culture, the “Yin Yang”, 
with the materials used in the italian furniture such as 
the metal and the glass. The lamp must be open on the 
inferior part and made interely of glass, wrapped in part 
by a steel frame. This feature represents the principle of 
the not-absoluteness, in fact te frame does not cover 
entirely the side of the lamp, but  It allows light to ilter.
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Born in Vologda (Russia) in 1996. 
In 2014 she moved to Moscow and 
entered the University in the School 
of Design, where she is still currently 
studying.

Victoriya Belorukova
SCHOOL OF DESIGN

National Research University HSE
Moscow /RUSSIA

Irene Faustini
UNIVERSITA’ DEGLI STUDI DI FIRENZE

Dipartimento DIDA
Firenze / ITALIA

Born in Trento (Italy) in 1994. 
In 2014 she moved to Florence 
and  entered  the  University of 
Industrial Design,  where  she  is 
still currently studying.
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Born in Nanjing in 1994. In 2004 he moved to NUAA whe-
re entered University while working both for architects 
and engineers. From 1988 till today he works in the aca-
demic sphere for the courses in archtectural composi-
tion of Adolfo Natalini in Florence.
In 1987 together with C.Del Bufalo e A.Murgia he set up 

in the area of industrial design, interior design and archi-
tecture. In 1989 together with M.Robbins and G.Cam-
pani he won a competition for a nursery in Campi Bi-
senzio ( Florence ). n 1990 together with C.Del Bufalo, 
he won the second prize of the national competition 
Ciro
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Born in Nanjing in 1994. In 2004 
he moved to NUAA where en-
tered University while working 
both for architects and engi-
neers. From 1988 till today he 
works in the academic sphere 
for the courses in archtectural 
composition of Adolfo Natalini 
in Florence.
In 1987 together with C.Del Bu-
falo e A.Murgia he set up the 
studio “Atelier Metafora”, a de-

of industrial design, interior de-
sign and architecture. In 1989 
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G.Campani he won a com-
petition for a nursery in Cam-
pi Bisenzio ( Florence ). n 1990 
together with C.Del Bufalo, he 
won the second prize of the na-
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Born in Vologda (Russia) in 1996. 
In 2014 she moved to Moscow and 
entered the University in the School 
of Design, where she is still currently 
studying.
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Born in Montevarchi (AR) in 1995, 
she live in Bucine (AR) with her 
family. She went to Liceo Scien-
tiico B.Varchi in Montevarchi 
and in 2014 she moved to Flo-
rence where entered University. 
In 2015 she won a design com-
petition about drawing a logo 
for “Forum delle associazioni” in 
Bucine. Desiree Falleroni 
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Born in Jiangsu Province in 1993. 
In 2012 she entered University 
while designed some interesting 
things, like decorative paintin-
gs, three-dimensional origami, 
paper cutting and so on. With 
her work called “White World” 
she won the second prize at 
Jiangsu Province Art Show. Her 
irst job was assistant of a desi-
gner in a chain corporation for 
two months. 
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Project Ideas
“Xun Light” is a lamp that changes appearance when 
it is turned on. Light has not only the function of illumina-
ting space, but to create art with light and shadows in 
the room in which it is located. When it is turned off, it lo-
oks like a simple lamp in glass and ceramic, but when it 
is turned on appears on its surface a pattern paper-cut-
ted that reminds oriental lowers, also in the walls. 

Sources of Inspiration 
The function of the lamp is in-
spired by “Theater of chinese 
shadows”, an ancient form of 
storytelling and entertainment 
which uses lat igures to crea-
te shadow’s plays. It is popular 
in various cultures, especially in 
China. It became popular in the 
rest of the world, even in Italy 
where there are theater com-
panies who work with shadow’s 
plays. This is the result of cultural 
contamination. Light and sha-
dow are seemingly different but 
together they form a balance. 
As well as italian and chinese 
culture, they are different but 
they are part of one whole. So, 
the two cultures come together 
like light and shadow.
The shape is inspired by a music 
instrument called “xun”. The xun 
is a chinese ocarina made of 
clay or ceramic, and it’s one of 
the oldest chinese instruments. 
As a universal language, music 
unites people across cultures.
The theme of the texture inside 
the lamp, which is also relected 
by lights and shadows, reminds 
oriental lowers.
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